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   We love You, Father Dan!  
                                  We all continue to pray for each day 

                                   and can not thank you enough for 

                                   everything you have done for our 

                                                school and parish.  

Catholic Schools Week  
  Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed. 

By Kaira Perez 
At Immaculate Heart of Mary, we celebrate Catholic Schools Week. 

This yearly occasion is a celebration of Catholic education, and it is a 

way to recognize the importance, value, and the contributions that 

Catholic education has brought to the Church and to the entire world. 

Every day something different happens. Starting on the last Sunday of January, IHM holds an 

Open House. Then on Monday, the Eighth Graders become teachers for the younger children. 

On Tuesday, we have Pajama Day where all the students get to dress in their pajamas for the 

day and a Birthday Bash is held. After, we have Parent Appreciation Day with a prayer service 

on Wednesday. On Thursday, we celebrate Service Day to commemorate firemen, police 

officers, and EMTs. Closing up the week on Friday is Teacher Appreciation Day. This day the 

Eighth Graders compete against the teachers in the Academic Bowl. To close off the week, we 

have an assembly and a closing Mass. Catholic Schools Week is fun and exciting and helps 

people recognize the importance of Catholic education.  

Day 1: Wax Museum  
By Luca Fortunato and Gabriel Stampone 
The annual 5th-grade wax museum took place in January, to kick off Catholic 

Schools Week. This event will have guest appearances of Tim Berners Lee, Nikola 

Tesla, and Gandhi. They have to write a ninety-second speech and present it to the 

school. They also have to decorate a poster with a timeline that explains a person’s 

life. This event was very fun and exciting to participate in! 

 



 

Day 2: 8th Grade Teachers 
By Mayuka Karthik 
IHM’s 8th-grade students took over the jobs of the teachers for the day and taught the 

younger grades about various subjects, such as science, reading, math, history, and 

vocabulary. They dressed up in sophisticated clothing to fit their temporary personas 

and helped the students have a fun time learning.  

 

Day 3: Student Appreciation Day  
By Kaira Perez 
  On Student Appreciation Day, students enjoy a day of school in their comfy 

clothes or pajamas while enjoying some ice cream at lunchtime. In the afternoon, 

a birthday bash is held with Chinese acrobatic performer Li Liu, who has 

performed at NBA halftime shows and circuses around the world.  

 
Day 4: Parent Appreciation  Day 
By Mayuka Karthik 
The students of Immaculate Heart of Mary showed their gratitude to their parents 

during a prayer service in the IHM church.  They presented gifts and thank yous 

and songs for their parents, showing them how grateful they are for being sent to 

IHM.  

 

Day 5: Community Service Appreciation Day 
By Sabrina Finamore   
To thank those in our community who protect us every day, each 

class performed an appreciative presentation for them to show that 

we are thankful for what they do to protect us.  

 
Day 6: Teacher Appreciation Day 

By Sydney Jacobs 
We at Immaculate Heart of Mary School are very grateful for our teachers. To show 

our thanks, headed by the Student Council, each class made a card for the teacher. 

The card was presented to the teachers during an assembly with a flower. Teacher 

Appreciation Day also included the sixth-grade Class-of-the-Month presentation, that 

showed us it’s okay to make a mistake, but you must persevere like many “Famous 

Failures” did.  

 
 

 
 



 

 
Immaculate Heart of Mary shows Christmas spirit through the 

Giving Tree and fun events!  
 
Welcome Winter! 

Winter Fun Facts 

- Snow has been known to have touched down in Hawaii and the Sahara Desert. 

- The largest snowflake was about fifteen inches wide. 

- Americans use about 137 lbs of salt on their roads per year. 

- The snowiest city in the world is in Japan. 

- Earth is closest to the Sun in winter. 

- The word ‘winter’ comes from the German word ‘wintar’, which means ‘wet’  

or ‘wet season’. 

- On average, one centimeter of water is found in twelve centimeters of snow. 

- The Arctic Circle is in darkness for many months of the season, and so is  

Antarctica and the South Pole. 

The Giving Tree 
By Gianna Parmenter  
To donate to a good cause, IHM NJHS created the first giving tree in the school lobby. 

Every student made a hand-cut-out and used it to make the tree. Something will be 

written on an ornament and you take it and get the item. Then you leave it by the 

tree. This giving tree ensures that kids that do not have everything you have, can 

celebrate the fun holidays with the presents that you provided. Bring a smile to 

someone’s face and support the IHM giving tree.  

 

 

Christmas Concert 
By Gabriela Lopez 
On the twelfth of December, kindergarten to the fourth grade performed 

many Christmas songs to a big audience. Parents and friends were able to 

see scenes of baby Jesus’ birth acted out by the young children earlier 

that day. Then on the twentieth of December, the older students in 

grades five to eight also performed Christmas songs in a very fun way! 

 
 



 

Christmas Canteen  
By Zachary Gallinger 

 The Christmas canteen is a gift that the teachers give to all the students in 

middle school. It took place on the 19th of December and started right after 

recess. During this fun time, all of the kids are provided with pizza and snacks. 

You can play board games, throw a ball around, play basketball and more. Overall 

the canteen is a fun, relaxing time to spend with your friends and get a break 

from schoolwork. 

 

Ask Brendan 
Brendan, 

 

I’m having trouble studying, do you have any studying tips? 

 

-Concerned 

 

Dear Concerned, 

Here are some studying tips for you, as you have asked for: 

■ Make sure to incorporate a healthy diet into your routine. 

■ Fix your sleep schedule so that you do not wake up too tired. 

■ Try not to fool around or get distracted while studying. 

■ If you do get distracted easily, then try to take five minutes at a time for a 

break to reset your mind. 

■ Set goals to achieve for yourself while you study to get more work done 

efficiently. 

 

- Brendan 

Congratulations to all the  
eighth-graders on your  
acceptance and scholarships 
 to highschool! 
 

 



 
 

 

 


